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Dear Parents,


This week kicks off a very exciting unit of study for first graders.  We will be learning all about Biomes, Habitats, and the animals that are adapted to live in these special places.  We will focus on 4 different biomes/habitats:

Ponds, Grasslands, the Desert & Oceans.

Our class will begin with Ponds.  We will spend one week on each biome, learning during class time through the use of read alouds, brainstorming, hands on lessons, arts and crafts, and videos.  This is also a great opportunity for your child to extend their learning through investigations at home.  I will send home a list of interesting web sites and other resources to get things started.  What I am hoping is that students will be motivated to expand their knowledge, and become “experts” who can teach the other students interesting facts and information about the biomes each week. Bringing in items is NOT mandatory! 

Sharing of knowledge can take on many forms:
-Bring in pictures (cut out of magazines or found on websites)

-Create diagrams & drawings

-Maps

-Realia (ie- for ponds they could bring in a cattail or lilipad)

-books from home or the library

-Any other fun or innovative idea to bring science to life(

After we have studied all 4 biomes, your child will choose one animal (from a list I compile) that was REALLY interesting to them from any of the biomes.  They will research this animal in depth and do a report about it. As a culminating event, students will create a diorama depicting their animal in its habitat (remember those shoe box diorama’s from elementary school?).  This final project will not be due until May- so don’t start worrying about it quite yet- I’ll send home more information as we get closer.  For the time being, I am really just attempting to spark excitement and enthusiasm about science and nature!  So have fun, explore, and get ready to learn A LOT of neat information that may even be surprising to you(

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact me!

Gina Salvatorelli (
1st Grade Teacher 

Cobblestone Elementary School
